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sign their office in favour of a son or other competent
person, provided that they survived the transaction
for forty days. If they died before this period
elapsed or before resignation, the patronage lapsed
to the Crown.

Sully proposed that the hereditary tenure of their
offices should be granted to all functionaries uf the
courts of law and exchequer, on condition of the
annual payment of a sixtieth part of their estimated
revenue. The treasury by this gained each year a
large sum, and any system, even a bad one, was bet tor
than the previous confusion. The judges themselves
were at first highly averse to an arrangement which
touched their pockets and appeared to impair their
dignity, for this yearly payment was likened to a
tallage.

The measure had wider consequences than were
foreseen, either by those who promoted or opposed
it. Not only were the magistrates relieved from the
necessity of courting the favour of princes and no-
bles, they were also made less dependent on the
Crown itself. The dignified integrity and impar-
tiality of the French judges during the following
century contrasts very favourably with the servility
of the English Bench to the Stuart kings. In theory
nothing could be more difficult to justify than that
functions which require high intellectual and moral
qualifications should first be sold to thck highest bid-
der and then be transmitted by the accident of
birth. But, as is often the case, what is indefensible
in theory worked well enough in practice* There
seems to exist in certain offices a traditional spirit